
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

Growing Followers Of Christ Since 1902 

I am the vine; You are the branches. 
John 15:5 

Year 117, Issue 12 

December 2019 

 1511 East Broadway Street  . Mt Vernon, WA . 360 424-7675 . www.MountVernonPres.org  
mvpc@MountVernon Pres.org 

 
 

 
 

You are invited to this special holiday service 

designed for those for whom the holidays 

might be difficult. 

Not Yet 

We’re conditioned to think that Advent is a time of waiting for Christmas.  And by golly, it’s coming! December 25th, 
every year, whether we like it or not.  For the most part, we know the script. We know what’s going to happen.  We 
have years of history. We know the traditions, the music, the food, the parties we enjoy (and the ones we 
don’t).  We pretty much know what Christmas will be like when it does get here. But as people of faith, Advent isn’t 
primarily about waiting for Christmas.  Advent is about waiting for what God is up to, which is an entirely different 
thing. 

Our faith has always recognized that there are elements of our story that have happened, and there are elements of 
our story we look forward to. I think of it as the “now” and the “not yet.”  In different places our scriptures promise 
peace and joy and justice; they promise that the last shall be first and the first shall be last; they promise a time 
without sadness or want. Our experience, on the other hand, says those promises must  be the “not yet” part of our 
faith. We may get glimpses of God’s hoped-for-future, but we’re still waiting on many of God’s promises, just like 
people of faith have always done.   

Before Jesus came the first time no one knew for sure when, or for that matter if, the messiah would ever 
come.  They looked forward with hope to the time when things would be different. And then Jesus came. He was 
the self-revelation of God; the embodiment of love.  He welcomed outcasts and sinners as well as Pharisees and 
followers. He engaged a ministry of teaching and healing, calling authority to account and proclaiming love.  In word 
and in deed he reached out to people to offer them a new way of being. Jesus surprised a lot of people by how he 
lived, and he surprised everyone by how he overcame death.  That’s how God decided to come into a troubled 
world two thousand years ago. That’s the story we proclaim when we celebrate his birth every year at Christmas. 

But Advent is different.  In Advent, we align ourselves with the faithful of all time who trust in the promises of 
God.  We acknowledge the “not yet” while at the same time proclaiming that God didn’t just choose to come into a 
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      Thank you to: 
 

 All of Buildings & Grounds, especially Bob Higbee and Bruce Lavers for a perfect pass on the 
fire marshal’s inspection. 

 Everyone who contributed drawings for the art wall. 

 Thank you to Ted Langrehr and Jim Byron for putting together the Good Shepherd Hall Christmas Tree and adding 
lights so the kids could decorate it during the Kid's Christmas Afternoon!  

 Thank you to the MVPC Youth, Colleen Higbee, Mim Ambrose, and Becky Goodell for helping at the Kid's Christmas 
Afternoon!  

 Thank you to Mim Ambrose for a large donation of new children's faith books to the Godly Play room!  

 Belated thank you to Margo Wortham for donating the pumpkins for the pumpkin party again!  

 Thank you to Sarah Maas for filling in last minute in the nursery when the staff and volunteers were sick!  

 Thank you to Jodie Kercheval for all her work with the Christmas Baskets!  

 To Barbara Hazelwood for mentoring Jodie on the Christmas Basket Mission project. 

 To Rebecca Holland for a wonderful Christmas party for the kids. 

 To Gail LaFleur for organizing & managing the Advent skits. 

 To Co-chairs Mary Ellen Byerly & Bruce Lavers for all the behind the scenes work of the Capital Campaign 
Committee. 

 
If you would like to acknowledge your gratitude for someone’s role in the church in next month’s newsletter please email Barbara in the church 
office. mvpc@mountvernonpres.org 

troubled world two thousand years ago in the person of Jesus, but God continues to surprise us by showing up in 
our lives in a whole variety of ways.  So even in the midst of all of the Christmas parties and shopping trips and all 
the other ways we follow the script of the cultural Christmas season that sometimes seem to pull our attention away 
from the heart of Christmas; Advent is a time to wake up to God’s invitations, the ones made known to us in 
scripture, the ones made known to us through the life of Christ and also the ones made known to us through our 
own lives.  Those invitations lead us toward that hoped-for-future I mentioned before; and as we practice receiving 
and responding to them, that’s how we’ll be made ready for God’s kingdom when it is manifest among us and it’s 
also how we might experience just a bit of it now. So pay attention! Have a blessed Advent, and when it’s time, a 
Merry Christmas too! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dan 

Longest Night Service 

Cries of ‘Merry Christmas!’ and non-stop caroling contrast with the feelings of many people at this time of year. For 

those suffering from the recent or impending death of loved ones, dealing with recent separation or divorce, 

struggling to find employment, or facing depression or family crisis, this can be a very isolated and dreary time. Every 

greeting and every song reminds the grief-stricken of how unhappy life is at this moment. We recognize that a lot of 

the Christmas celebrations do not meet everyone’s needs. To fill this gap we are offering a “Longest Night” service 

on December 18th at 7pm in the sanctuary. You are invited to this special holiday service designed for those for 

whom the holidays might be difficult. If you have undergone a difficult loss, transition, or life change, or simply wish 

to show support for those who have, we care about you and invite you to this special time of music, worship and 

Available in the office are “How to” sheets if you are wishing to donate stocks, IRA’S, etc. to the Capital 
Campaign. If you still have questions please call the office 360-424-7675 for contact info for Dave Gale. 



  

Thank you to the Capital Campaign Co-chairs, leaders, helpers and all who have 

pledged. Pledges are accepted at any time. 



December 2019 Children and Family Ministries 

Church Nursery  

Sundays 9 am to Noon 

Drop Off  & Pick Up 

Play  -  Story  -  Craft 

Questions?  Contact Rebecca Holland, Director of  Children and Family Ministries. 

 

MVPC Family Small Group 
 

The Family Small Group meets the 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of  most months to enjoy 

dinner together followed by a family-

friendly time of  

sharing and prayer.  

New families are 

always welcome!  Talk 

to Rebecca to find out 

the next Family Small 

Group location. 

Thank you to everyone 

who helped with the 

Kids Christmas 

Afternoon In (Parents 

Afternoon Out) on 

Sunday, December 1st.  It was a 

wonderful time of  Christmas fun! Godly Play  

Begin in Worship  

Kindergarten to 5th Grade 

Story  -  Reflection  - Prayer 

 

12/1  -  Advent:  Hope* 

12/8  -  Advent:  Peace 

12/15  -  Advent:  Joy 

12/22  -  Advent:  Love 

12/29  -  Lessons & Carols Service 

*Kids return to worship for communion. 

Get Involved with MVPC 

Children’s Ministry in 2020! 
 

-Church Nursery:  We need another 

volunteer or two once a month or every 

other month to play with the little ones. 
 

-Godly Play:  Consider joining the team.  

We will have a dinner and training on 

Wednesday, January 8th from 5 to 8 pm. 
 

-Special Events:  Volunteer to help with 

one of  the many kids special events. 
 

-Secret Valentines:  Sign up in January 

to be a Secret Valentine and be matched 

with one of  the kids to exchange notes. 
 

-Kids Camp (aka VBS):  Volunteer to 

help from 9 to Noon July 20th to 24th.  

We are making it more of  a mission 

focus this year and would love help with 

planning at Noon on January 26th. 



 

Youth & Family Ministries 

December 2019 

Questions?  Please contact Jodie Kercheval, Director of Youth & Family Ministries.  360-424-7675 or Jodie@MountVernonPres.org 

 

Seekers (MS) & Explorers (HS) 

 

Youth Bible study classes 

Held during the worship service  

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.   

Dec. 8 & 22. 

 

 

Youth Group! 

(middle & high school students) 

Dec. 8th and 22nd, Noon—1:30  
 

Dec. 8:  After lunch and fellowship,  we will serve 
the Christmas Basket ministry by sorting donated 
gifts by family and preparing them for distribution. 

Dec. 22:  Youth Group Christmas party!  Bring a 
wrapped gift for a white elephant gift exchange, make 
and take gift crafts, and joyful celebration of the 
birth of Jesus! 

Winter Family Camp at Tall Timber 

Dec 30– Jan 2.   

Reminder for those registered for this event!  Tall Timber 
provides food & lodging.  You may borrow skis, sledding tubes, 

and snowshoes or bring your own equipment for winter weather 
fun.  Dress warmly!  Our group will be housed together in the 

Schultz Center this year so fellowship is easy. 

The Talent Show will welcome any and all acts! 

A concert will replace the fireworks from previous years. 

Camp this year includes an extra night! 

 

 Youth in Worship Service 

 

Youth are encouraged to find their place in our 
worship services!   

Youth currently serve in the nursery, on the audio/
visual technology, in the choir, as ushers for offering, 

and candle lighters.   

Other potential roles include scripture reading, the 
praise band, assisting with fellowship hour, microphone 
runners for prayers of the people, and special music.   

If you or your youth is interested in an area of 
participation, talk with Jodie, our Youth Ministry 

director! 



MVPC Christmas Baskets Tradition 
Sponsoring Families with Food and Gifts 

Each year MVPC sponsors families through the SVH Christmas Fund program.  We provide a bountiful feast 

and gifts for children to local families in need.  This year we are sponsoring 25 families!  Our program is this 

is well underway, and there are still lots of opportunities for helping out—see Jodie Kercheval or call the 

church office to volunteer. 

Sunday, December 8:  Gifts are due!  Bring wrapped and labeled gifts to the church office. 
Sunday, December 8:  Youth Group sorts gifts by family. 
Friday, December 20:  Set up Good Shepherd Hall 5 pm for food and gift distribution. 
Saturday, December 21:  Delivery Day! 7:30 am 

Christmas 2019 at Mount Vernon Presbyterian 

 Longest Night Service ~ 7:00 pm ~Comfort and Community 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service~ 7:00 pm ~ Family and Community 

 

Commissioning Pastor Chris Hoke 

Kids Christmas  

Afternoon 



Notes from November 19th Session meeting 

 

 The meeting opened with prayer and sharing of one thing learned this last week. 

 Expenses for October exceeded Income, but year-to-date difference through 10/30/19 is plus $7,954.25 

 Minutes of previous session meetings were approved and approval was given for a 2.4% COLA for all staff. 

 Approved and updated Building Use Policy and Request Form with minor changes. A copy is available from 
the office. 

 Set the date of 12/29/19 for a Congregational Meeting for approval of the Pastor’s Terms of Call. 

 
Elders 

Class Year Ministry 
Area 

 
Deacons 

 Class 
Year 

Patti Allen 2020 Hospitality Brian Anderson 2020 

Becky Goodell 2020 Hospitality Sarah Catton 2020 

Bob Rauch 2020 Discipleship Colleen Higbee 2020 

Bob Higbee 2020 Ministry Support Toni Hulbert 2020 

Lou Cheney 2021 Worship Danya Wolf 2021 

Chris Hoke 2021 Discipleship Ruth Neal 2021 

Bruce Lavers 2021 Ministry Support Connie Bowser 2021 

Anne Long 2021 Membership/
Evangelism 

Tracy Hall 2021 

MaryEllen Byerly 2022 Capital Campaign 
Chair 

Tom Howard 2022 

Bill DeHon 2022 Mission Chris Johnson 2022 

Gail LaFleur 2022 Worship Sandi Seabott 2022 

  2022  Sumiko Shinozaki 2022 

MVPC Church Leadership 2019-2020 

Session Bio—Bruce Lavers 

Born March 9th, 1949 in Richmond, CA. Graduated from Mission San Jose High 
School, Fremont, CA in 1967.  Served in the US Army 1967-71 with tours in Viet 
Nam and Thailand. Went on to serve in the US Navy beginning in 1976, retiring 
from the reserves in 1994. Graduated College in 1990 with a B of BA Degree in 
Business Management from Kennesaw State University, GA. 
My career(s) concentrated in manufacturing, engineering, communications and 
operations in the military, Mack Trucks, electronic product development and 
wireless communications industries. 
I continue to be blessed in marriage [July 15, 1977] to my beautiful wife, Joan, for 
the past 42 years. God did truly bring us together and we knew it the instant we 
saw each other. We continue to be each others inspiration, as we were not blessed with any children. I came to 
know Jesus at the age of five, was baptized at the age of ten and attended church with my school-aged best 
friend and his family. 
The Holy Spirit took me over like a 30-foot wave in March 2008, the day of my father’s memorial service. Ever  
since that time, I have been committed to serving God with my time, my talents and tithing anywhere he calls me   
to be. I believe that he called me to MVPC early in 2017 and this is where He wants me to be in this season of my 
life. I am grateful and joyful to be here -  now and “Forward to a Bright Future”. 



December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

3-Warren Gilbert 

4-Ward Ernst 

    Carol Sanders 

    Al Berger 

6-Pat Schlecht 

9-Betty Haworth 

10-Bob Wygal 

10-Bill & Linda Ream 

14-Kimora Hansen 

15-John Braun 

16-Pat Papadopulos 

     Linda Rabenstein 

18-Martin Dunn 

19-Laurie Parker 

    Joe Seabott 

20-Carolyn Gilbert 

21-Keith Tacker 

22-Troy Olsen 

 

Are we missing your special 
date?  

Please contact the church 
office at 

mvpc@mountvernonpres,org 
 or call or text 

360-424-7675 so we can 
celebrate  
with you! 

Women’s Fellowship 

Meets the fourth 

Saturday. The next 

meeting is January 25th 

at 9:00 am in the 

 Fireside Room. 

Men’s Breakfast next 
meets January 25th, 2020 

the fourth Saturday for 
breakfast at 9:00 am in 
Good Shepherd Hall. 

Come experience 
fellowship and a great 

home-cooked breakfast. 

25-Jesus Birthday 

27-Aaron Fox 

28-Barb Clure 

29-Dave & Bev Wilson 

     Catherine Albiez 

31-Jodie Kercheval 

     Carol Peterson 

 

MVPC Knitting/Crafts 

Bring your craft project and enjoy 
fellowship with other MVPC knitters, 

crocheters, and more on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesdays of every month from Noon to 

1pm in the Great Room. December 10th is 
the only meeting in December since the 

4th Tuesday is Christmas Eve. 

Questions? Talk with Patti Allen 

     

Bridal Shower 

Saturday 

January 18, 2020 

For 

Melissa Johnson 

At MVPC 

Melissa is registered at 

Amazon and Target. 



PEOPLE OF PRAYER    

We have many venues to present prayer requests.   
 On Sunday, we have the Prayers of the People, during the service. 
 Please feel free to write a prayer request on the Friendship Register form during 
worship.  These requests are given to the deacons and Tuesday prayer gathering.  
 Tuesday Intercessory Prayer Gathering - this takes place each Tuesday, at 10:30 in the 
library.   Anyone who wishes to participate in group prayer is encouraged to come. It is a 
warm and caring experience, with huge rewards as we recognize all of the ways God has 
blessed us with answered prayer.   
 Small Group Gatherings - sharing and praying together in our activities, requesting 
interaction with the rest of the church, as desired. 
 Do you know about the EMAIL PRAYER MINISTRY?  This is a place we can receive prayer 
during the week.  There are two ways you can participate. 1) Sign up to be on the email 
Prayer Contact List (use the following email address) to receive prayer requests   2) Send in a 
prayer request to this same email address: prayers.mvpc@gmail.com.  When you send in a 
request it will be reviewed by an individual for permission and confidentiality, and then sent 
out to those on the Prayer Contact List for immediate prayer.   

 

“Peace to you, and may we all become people of prayer”. 

Prayer   Would you like to join a prayer group? 

E  of the living God through Jesus Christ 

E  in authentic friendship 

E  with the heart and hands of Jesus 

New Bell Ringers Welcomed! 

If you would like to be a part of creating a worship experience with the bells or 

chimes after the first of the year, please let the office know. Musical 

experience is not necessary. We’ll help you learn! 

Baptism of Ross Anderson 

mailto:prayers.mvpc@gmail.com


Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 

 

Centering Prayer:                   Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Pastor Dan’s office 

Intercessory Prayer Group:  Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Library  

Small Groups:                         Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Friendship House:        First Thursday and second Tuesday @ Friendship House 

Family Small Group:       2nd & 4th Sundays at 5 pm. Please RSVP to find out location. 

Youth Movie Night:       4th Fridays @ 5:30 pm 

Chancel Choir:                         Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:30 pm  

Bell Choir practice:        Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Tea @ 2:                    Last Thurs at 2 p.m. in Fireside Room  (March through Sept)                                   

Women’s Fellowship:             Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:                     Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.  

Deacons Meeting:                   1st Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Personnel Committee:            3rd Tuesday at 4:15 p.m. 

Session Meeting:          3rd Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team Meeting:          1st Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee:                2nd Tuesday at 5 p.m. in library     

Mission Team Meeting:          4th Sunday (Stay tuned for meeting time) 

Children & Family Team:        3rd week of Oct, Jan, April & July  

 

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC 
 

9:00 Christian Education Hour  

 The Bible Class 
 An in-depth exploration of the Bible through discussion-based study for adults  in the Conference Room. 

  

10:30 Worship and Sunday School  

 GODLY PLAY (K through 5th)  Begin in Worship and will be returned to parents at 11:45 
 SEEKERS  & EXPLORERS Youth (MS & HS) Begin in Worship; dismissed on 2nd & 4th Sundays to classes. 
          

11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   

 

Noon  -  1:30  Youth Group 2nd & 4th Sundays in the Great Room for Fun, Faith and Fellowship. 

 

*Nursery Care Available 9 am to Noon. 


