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I am the vine; You are the branches. 
John 15:5 

At this Spring’s membership orientation course, whether you’re a long time friend or a relative newcomer to MVPC,  
you’ll have a chance to share your story, get to know other people considering membership and gain insight  

into our answers to three fundamental questions for every organization: 
 

“Who are we?” “What do we do?”   “Why do we do it?” 
 

The course is organized primarily for people exploring the possibility of becoming members of MVPC  
but everyone is welcome.  If you’ve ever wondered how the church functions, or who’s responsible for which aspects of the 

church’s ministry; if you question what it means to be Presbyterian or what the larger church believes, if you want to ask 
questions of the MVPC leadership or to get more involved  

in our local faith community, this course is an excellent opportunity.  We’ll learn and grow as we journey together.   
 

The course will be led by Pastor Dan along with some of the other leaders of the church.   
 

We will meet March 12, 26 and April 9th from noon until 1:30.  Lunch will be provided.  

Seek 
Call 

Forsake 
Return 

JOIN US FOR THIS SPECIAL PRAYER WORSHIP 
SERVICE WITH CREATIVE REFLECTION 

 

CHILDCARE PROVIDED 



From the Editor: 
Lent recalls times of wilderness and wandering, from newly freed Hebrew 
slaves in exile to Jesus temptation in the desert. God has always called people 
out of their safe, walled cities into uncomfortable places, revealing paths they 
would never have chosen. Despite our culture of self-indulgence, we too are 
called to walk an alternative path one of humility, justice, and peace. Walter 
Brueggemann’s thought-provoking reflections for the season of Lent invite us to 
consider the challenging, beautiful life that comes with walking the way of grace. 
 

Throughout the season of Lent, the sermon series in worship will 
complement the study.  If you are not currently part of a small group and 
would like to be, let Michelle in the church office know and we will help find 
the right fit for you.  If you would like a copy of the book to read on your own 
you can also order through the church. 
 

Small group leaders, please let us know how many books you will need.   
The books are here and available in the office for $10 suggested donation. 
 

Lent begins with our Ash Wednesday service on March 1 this year.   
 

The Lenten Small group study has been selected! 

Volunteer with MVPC  
in the Community!! 

 

Participate in crafts time  
at Where The Heart Is on Monday mornings    

Serve dinner at Friendship House  
twice a month (First Thursday, Second Tuesday) 

Participate with Family Promise  
During our quarterly host weeks 

 

Volunteer at MVPC  
 

* Participate in Church work parties  
inside and outside  

* Setup/cleanup for events   
* Be a sound technician during worship  

* Volunteer with Children, Youth & Family  
* Count Offering after church   

* Help with building maintenance (changing 
light bulbs and batteries, paint touch-up, 

trouble-shooting, etc.)    
* Volunteer in the church office  

 
Contact the church for more information: 

mvpc@MountVernonPres.org 

HEARING THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Are you having troubles hearing during 
service? Do you know someone who can’t 
make it to services on Sunday? If so, come to 
the sound desk before service! We have 
hearing devices available that can work with 
your T-Coil hearing aids or independently of 
any other hearing assist devices.  

RECORDINGS OF WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

We now have CD recordings available 
after service for those homebound. 
See Brian, Josh or Michelle for more 

information!  
These recordings are also available for 

listening on our website: 
www.MountVernonPres.org/sermons 



At the February 21, 2017, Stated meeting of the Session, the following occurred: 
 
 The meeting convened at 5:30pm in the Fireside Room with fellowship and dinner. 
 Following dinner members offered prayers of thanksgiving for both personal and church related aspects of 

their lives. 
 Deacon Byerly reported the Deacons as being successful in building relationships with members and friends 

of MVPC using the congregational care model. She further indicated a need for further training in the use of 
the computer software (ASANA). Also, she presented a Guide for Memorial Services. The Guide was 
approved by the Session. 

 The Session approved the continuing work on the Preapproved Project List prepared by Ministry Support. 
 The Session discussed at length a request from Skagit Regional Hospital for additional use of the church 

facilities. The Session authorized Elders DeHon, Jones, and Papadopulos to enter into an agreement with SRH 
for 14 additional parking spaces on the southeast portion of our existing parking lot for Monday through 
Friday. In return, the hospital will replace 47 bumper stops in the south parking lot at its expense, restripe 
each of those spaces and to pay $20.00 per month for each space. 

 The Session authorized Ministry Support to engage the City of Mount Vernon and Skagit Regional Hospital to 
determine the feasibility of developing angle parking on the east side of the property at no cost to the Church. 

 
Tom Howard 
Clerk of Session 

A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE MOST RECENT STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION 

Meet Elder Steve Hansen! 
I am a first time Elder and serve on the Discipleship Ministry and on 
the personnel committee. My wife Doris helps with the Sunday school 
program. I began my faith with the First Presbyterian Church in 
Everett. Doris and I became members of Mount Vernon Presbyterian 
Church in 1980. We left the church for a while to deal with family 
issues.  Our need to provide our granddaughter Kimora a Christian 
background brought us back to the MVPC family. We were welcomed 
with open arms and are proud to be a part of the MVPC family and 
watching Kimora grow with our church. Besides working for Skagit 
Surveyors I enjoy short road trips to the ocean beaches, mountains, 
and Eastern Washington. I also enjoy trying to play golf and hope to 
get back to fishing when time allows. We have raised two children 
and we have three grandchildren.  

Women’s Lenten Study 
Sundays, 9:05-10 a.m. during Lent 

 

All women are invited to join a book discussion geared for women in the  
MVPC Library to discuss Walter Brueggemann’s book “A Way Other Than Our Own”. 

 

Pick up books in the church office for a $10 donation  
and come ready to connect with others and grow in your faith. 
Childcare available in the church nursery for the young ones,  

or in the Creative Kids program for gradeschoolers and Youth. 



Outdoor Work Party 

March 11, 9-11:30 a.m. 

ATTENTION GARDENERS 
 

When you split your perennials this 
year, consider donating some of your 
favorites to MVPC.  We hope to add 
new flowering plants and greenery   
to our yard, for beauty and to use    
in arrangements.  Contact Sumiko 

Shinozaki, Madeline DeLia or  
Pat Papadopulos if you have  

ideas or questions.    

Please put clean paper, plastic, glass 

and cardboard in the blue 

wastebaskets. The items must be 

CLEAN or someone will need to 

volunteer to separate out the 

inappropriate garbage. Our janitorial 

service will empty these baskets into a 

larger bin for pick up on Monday.   

Thank you for your desire to recycle 

and your cooperation in using the 

recycle bins appropriately.   

Recycle! 

GET INVOLVED!    
Our next Family Promise week is  

March 5 through March 12.      

You can cook, stay overnight,  

or just sit and talk with our families. 

Contact Meredith Kostek for  

general information,  

Jodie Kercheval for food and 

entertainment, and  

Gary Jones for overnights. 

YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY 
 

At the intersection of the office corridor and restroom hall,  
it is the most patient room in the church.   

It quietly holds the truth of our faith, help for our troubled days, 
expression for our deeper joy, fiction for our leisure,  

and history for our perspective. 
 

New this month: the children’s corner is arranged by topics  
to make choices quicker for children, parents, and teachers.  

 

Notice the “Devotional” shelf if a short 
daily reading fits your need.  Keep it at 

your home as long as you need it. 
 

Enjoy the quiet retreat your library offers.   
Take some of it home to your own 

retreat. 



 All men are invited to join us on the 4th Saturday of the 
month at 9:00 a.m. in Good Shepherd Hall for a delicious 

home-cooked breakfast and great conversation.   
If you have any questions about Men’s Breakfast,  

please speak to Bob Wygal. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Are we missing your special date?  
Please contact Michelle in the church office at 

Michelle@MountVernonPres.org or  
424-7675 so we can celebrate with you! 

MVPC Deacons 
Sandy Ball 

Mary Ellen Byerly 
Jim Byron 

Laurel Coalwell 

Madeline DeLia 
Ward Ernst 

 
Ward Ernst, Moderator 

Tracy Hall 
Ted Langrehr 
Ruth Neal 

Pete Papadopulos 
Sumiko Shinozaki 
Rita Vander Stoep 

MVPC Elders 
Patti Allen 

Arlene Andersen 
Bill DeHon 

Steve Hansen 
Molly Howard 

Gary Jones 

 
Rev. Dan Holland, Moderator 

Anne Long 
Bob Mitchell 
David Neal 

Pat Papadopulos 
George Ridgeway 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
 

The good fellowship, coffee, tasty refreshments,  
and warm fireplace go along with the spiritual lift  
on the 4th Saturday of the month.  Come and see! 

  

All are welcome @ 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 

Want to keep up with  
what’s going on at MVPC?   

Check out the calendar that’s  
posted on our website! 

http://www.mountvernonpres.org/calendar/ 

Knitting/Crochet Fellowship 
4th Wednesday of the month at noon  

in the Fireside Room 
All are welcome to join, regardless of your knitting 

 or crocheting expertise (or lack thereof)! 
All Yarn and Thread Crafters welcome … crochet or 
knit, even quilting questions have been discussed  

so come check it out! 

Senior Shepherds 
 

March 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

19-Kurt Swanson 
    Jesse Hanna 
22-Ron & Rita Vander Stoep   
27-Pete & Pat Papadopulos 
29-Jim Ervine 
     Wayne Yerigan 

29-Martin & Joanne Thomas  

2-Ruth Haines 
    Lucy Nash 
5-Jim Byron 
    Don Schlumberger 
    Katie Weeks 
8-Barbara Hazelwood 

    Marjorie Riedel 
10-Margo Wortham 
11-Ryan Daut 
    Reid Kostek 
15-Brad Vardy 
16-Jacquie Gwaltney 

Everyone 50 years and better is invited!  
Join us March 21 for a delicious lunch.   

Only $5, as usual! 
Questions?   

Please talk to Dave & Arlene Andersen  
or Bob & Glenda Mitchell. 



MVPC Children, Youth, & Family ~ March 2017  

 

We will be collecting donations during March of 

SMALL, WRAPPED CANDY 
to go in the eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt happening Saturday,    

April 15th at 10 am at Trinity Lutheran Church (co-hosted by TLC, 

FUMC, and us!).  Please plan to come to the egg stuffing party after 

church on Sunday, April 9th  -  it’s fun! 
 

CYF Summer Curriculum Planning Meeting 
Sunday, March 12th after worship in the Sprouts Room to prayerfully select the Sunday School 

Curriculum.  Talk with Rebecca or Jodie if you have ideas but aren’t able to be there.  

 

SUNDAYS 

Nursery 9 to Noon Sundays 
A time for the youngest kids to play!  Everyone in the nursery is invited to join the Seeds Sunday School. 
 

 

Creative Kids 9 to 10 am Sundays 
We will be focusing on Drama during March and April as we prepare a drama to share with the congregation on 

Easter Morning (April 16th).  Please talk with Rebecca or Matthew if you would like to sign up! 
 

 

Sunday School during 10:30 am Worship 
  Seeds (Preschool)  Sprouts (K to 2nd)  Saplings (3rd to 5th & Youth) 

3/5  Jesus’ Miracles  Zacchaeus   Protestantism Cross the Atlantic 

3/12  Jesus’ Healing   The Lost Son   Revolution, Revival, & Rebellion 

3/19  Jesus’ Teaching  Jesus’ Anointing  To the Ends of the Earth 

3/26  The Last Supper  The Last Supper  Those Who Answered the Call 
 

 

FAMILY NIGHT  Wednesdays 5:30 to 6:30 pm 
Everyone is invited to Family Night on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the Saplings and Great Room for food, 

faith, and fellowship!  Dinner is potluck so please bring food to share.  No Family Night 3/1  or 3/8 due to Ash 

Wednesday and  Family Promise but we will kick off again with a  St. Patrick’s Day Party on 3/15!   
 

YOUTH GROUP  3rd Sundays Noon to 1:30 pm 
A time for middle and high school students to grow closer to God while having fun together.  Youth Group will meet 

March 19th from Noon to 1:30 pm for pizza, games, fellowship, and a faith activity.   
 

 

 

“Like Us” on  facebook.com/MVPCChildrenYouthandFamilyMinistry 

Questions?  Email Rebecca@MountVernonPres.org or call 360.424.7675. 



Creative Kids 
Music Workshop 

Saplings  
Studying  

Church History 

Candle Lighting 
During worship 



!!! 

Thanks to all who participated in 

Secret Valentine’s  



Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 
Centering Prayer: Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Pastor’s Office 

Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Library  

Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

Small Groups:        Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Family Night: Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at MVPC  

Youth Group: 3rd Sundays, noon-1:30 in the Great Room 

Chancel Choir:       Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. 

Glorify!:   Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Senior Shepherds: Third Tuesday of the month at noon.  

Women’s Fellowship: Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:   Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Deacons Meeting: 1st Tuesday at 5 p.m. 

Worship Team Meeting: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at noon 

Finance Committee: 2nd Tuesday at 5 p.m. 

Mission Team Meeting: 2nd Wednesday at noon 

Personnel Committee: 3rd Tuesday at 4:15 p.m. 

Session Meeting: 3rd Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC … 
 

9:00 Adult Education Hour  
Adult Classes: 
The Bible Class 

Join teacher Bob Rauch for an in-depth exploration of the Bible. This class is a discussion-based study and meets 
in the Conference Room. No prior Bible experience required. 

Kids Programs: 
Nursery - Birth to preschool age kids enjoy playing together. 
Creative Kids - Kids express their faith through art, music, and drama. 

 

10:30 Worship and Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery / Seeds Sunday School -  Birth to preschool age kids are introduced to Bible Stories 
Sprouts Sunday School - kindergarten-2nd Grade (begin in worship) journey through the Bible. 
Saplings Sunday School for 3rd - 5th Grade (begin in worship) journey through Christianity. 

 

 11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   


